
2017 Van Zandt Society Reunion 
Savannah, Georgia 
October 5-8, 2017 

Reunion headquarters is the River Street Inn situated between 

East Bay and East River Streets. The inn overlooks the Savannah 

River and is right in the heart of America's largest historic 

district. The hotel occupies space that was the center of 

Savannah's once thriving cotton business. The main entrance is 

at 124 East Bay Street along Factor's Walk named for the 

cotton factors (or brokers) who graded the cotton when cotton 

was king. Exit the lowest level of the hotel and you are on East 

River Street on the Savannah River waterfront. This hotel is one 

of the "Historic Hotels of America". 

Thursday 

We have no activities planned for Thursday. Someone will be in the hotel lobby from 4:00 to 5:00 with 

welcome packets. Complimentary wine and hor d'oeuvres are offered by the hotel in their bar area 

from 5:00-6:30PM daily except Sunday. Make plans with fellow attendees for dinner on your own. 

There are several good restaurants within a short walk. 

Friday 

Friday's activities begin at 8:45AM when we are picked up 

and shuttled to the Savannah Visitor's Center. There we 

will begin a fully-narrated 90-minute overview tour of 

America's largest Historic District aboard a replica of a 

vintage trolley. Don't be surprised if we are joined by 

some of Savannah's "living legends" who will share their 

first-hand stories. 

We will be shuttled back to our hotel where we will 

have a few minutes before we meet at the hotel's 

River Street entrance at 11:45AM for our 12 noon 

riverboat boarding for lunch. Savannah Riverboat 

Tours boards just steps from our hotel's River 

Street entrance. We will sail at 1:00PM for a 90-

minute narrated harbor cruise. 

Enjoy the rest of your afternoon relaxing in your room or visiting the 34th  annual Octoberfest taking 

place on East River Street. The celebration runs from 4:00PM to 10:00PM from Friday through Sunday. 

Weiner dog racing, Oompah dancing, a German beer garden and cuisine highlight the festivities.  

Admission is free and open to everyone. 



Dinner Friday is on your own. Pick from one of the many restaurants close to the hotel or venture back 

into the historic district. You won't have difficulty finding somewhere to eat as TripAdvisor.com  rates no 

less than 678 eateries in Savannah. 

You may want to return to East River Street by 9:30 PM and celebrate with First Friday Fireworks. This is 

also free and open to the public. 

Saturday 

Saturday will be a little slower-paced. After your tour on Friday, you may have spotted something you 

want to visit. The entire day is open for you to pick your own activity_ There is no better way to see the 

many historic homes and squares than on foot. 

Don't feel like hoofing it to the inner reaches of the historic district? You may want to consider a day 

ticket for the "hop-on/hop-off' trolley run by Old Savannah Tours. This is a real bargain as the ticket can 

be packaged with the previous day's overview tour for just $17.00 (normally $29 if purchased 

separately). This must be purchased in advance with Friday's tour ticket. There is a stop on Bay Street a 

few doors from the hotel entrance. You can use this as your transportation around the Historic District. 

Or, just a few blocks from the hotel is the nearest "DOT" bus stop. These clean, modern buses connect 

Savannah's visitor centers, attractions, shops and restaurants. They operate Monday thru Saturday, 

7AM to 9PM and 11AM to 9PM on Sundays and run about every 20 minutes. Maps will be included in 

your welcome bag. While the busses are free, there are not as many stops as the on/off trolley. 

Return to the hotel in time for the complimentary snacks and wine before our annual meeting beginning 

at 5:30 in a room yet to be determined. 

At 6:30PM we will depart aboard Old Savannah Tours for a ghost tour of Savannah, 8:00PM dinner at 

the Pirates' House and a tour of their infamous haunted rum cellar. 

Sunday 

Meet in the lobby at 9:30 for a narrated tour of Bonaventure Cemetery. This is the most famous and 

beautiful of Savannah's cemeteries. Oscar Wilde called it "incomparable", author John Barendt featured 

it in the pages of Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. Round-trip-transportation and tour willbe 

provided by Dash Tours. There will be approximately one mile of walking in the cemetery. Rain or Shine. 

Useful websites: 
www.visitsavannah.com  
www.riverstreetinn.com  
www.oldsavannahtours.com  
www.savannahriverboat.com  
www.dashtours.net  
www.connectonthedot.com  
www.kshuttle.com  



THE VAN ZANDT SOCIETY REUNION IN SAVANNAH OCTOBER 5-8, 2017 

Host Hotel: River Street Inn 

115 East River Street 

Savannah, GA 31401 

Reservations: 800-253-4229 

Van Zandt Society Special Guest Room Rates: Single 	Double 
Thursday, October 5, 2017 	 $189 	$209 

Friday & Saturday October 6-7, 2017 	 $209 	$279 

If you arrive prior to Thursday or stay Sunday night or longer, the weekday rate of $18.9/$209 applies. 

Single rooms have one king or queen size bed, double rooms have two queen size beds and all rooms are non-smoking. 

Rates do not include sales and occupancy taxes, currently 13%, plus $6.00 (City & State Fee) per room night. Parking is 

$15.00 per day in the city garage a block from the Inn. 

Each room includes: remote control television, phone with data port, Wi-Fi, blow dryer, in-room coffee, and spa robes. 

The hotel does not have a kitchen. At check-in, ask the desk about the VIP breakfast at Huey's New Orleans Café next 
door to the hotel. Vouchers are available for $10 per person, but the selections are limited. The regular breakfast menu 

is excellent and you may not need much for lunch. There is also a pastry shop a few doors away and coffee is always 

available in the hotel lobby. 

It is very important that attendees reserve their room at the River Street inn by September 3, 2017. 

There is a limited block of rooms reserved under the Van Zandt Society. After the release date, it will be impossible to 

get our group rate. This hotel (and most of Savannah) will be sold out as October is one of their busiest months, in fact, 

their busiest wedding month. DO NOT wait until after the cutoff date. If there are any rooms available, the rates will be 
$50 to $100 per night more than our group rate. 

if arriving by air, the Savannah/Hilton Head Airport is only 13 miles from the hotel. Call K-Shuttle at 912-966-0590 to 
book in advance or visit www.kshuttle.com. The fare is $30 per person round trip. 

Questions? Email: ivz45Pcomcast.net  home phone: 860-747-4272 cell phone: 860-620-2344 

Day 	 Activity 	 No. of Tickets 
	

Cost Each 
	

Total 

Friday 	Savannah Overview Tour 
Riverboat Cruise and Lunch 

Saturday 	On & Off Tour (see previous page) 
Ghost tour and Dinner 

Sunday 	Bonaventure Cemetery Tour 

     

$ 29.00 
$ 56.00 
$ 17.00 
$ 58.00 

$ 30.00 
Total Enclosed 

     

     

     

     

     

How many partkipants are age 55 or over? 	 

All Costs Include Tax and Gratuity except the Saturday On & Off Tour 
Participants name(s) as they will appear on Nametags:1. 	  

2. 	  
Street address 	 City 	 State 	 Zip 	 
Email 	  Phone 	  

Make check payable to: Jeffrey VanZandt 
	

Mail to: Jeff VanZandt 
8 Fleetwood Drive 

Plainville, CT 06062 
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